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West Africa 
www.bl.uk/west-africa 
 

Teachers’ Notes 
 

Curriculum area: Cross curricular including Geography, Art, 

History 

Key Stage: 3-4 

Theme: Who tells the story? West African writers and voices of 

protest 

Rationale 
There is a vast range of inventive combinations of word, symbol and song across peoples and 

cultures in West Africa. This interweaving of art, communication forms, languages and writing 

systems lends itself beautifully to cross-curricular learning. Indeed, the cross-curricular approach 

enhances students’ ability to understand and learn from West African cultures. For this reason, 

most of the activities combine, for example Art, History, Geography, RE, English Literature and 

English Language in different ways.  

 
Writers of West African descent played a crucial role in the movement for abolition of the 

transatlantic slave trade. 

The role of writers is the focus of this activity which will enable students to: 

 use key images and texts as anchors, or constellation points, to plot historical links and 

developments in protest writing between the period of transatlantic enslavement, 

colonialism and independence movements related to West Africa 

 develop visual literacy and research skills 

Content 
Historical sources: 

 Letter by Ken Saro-Wiwa (1994) 

 The life of Olaudah Equiano (1789)  

 Printed cloth showing President Senghor of Senegal (1975) 

 Letter by Ayuba Suleiman Diallo (c 1731-33) 

 Photograph of Adelaide Casely-Hayford (20th century) 

 Phillis Wheatley’s poems (1773) 

 

Recommended reading (short articles): 

Crossings: African writers in the era of the transatlantic slave trade by Dr Marion Wallace 

http://www.bl.uk/west-africa
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/ken-saro-wiwa-letter
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/olaudah-equiano-the-interesting-narrative-first-edition
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/senghor-cloth
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/ayuba-suleiman-diallo-letter
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-adelaide-casely-hayford
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/phillis-wheatleys-poems
http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/crossings-african-writers-in-the-era-of-the-translatlantic-slave-trade
http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/crossings-african-writers-in-the-era-of-the-translatlantic-slave-trade#authorBlock1
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Speaking out: political protest and print cultures in West Africa by Stephanie Newell, Dr Marion 

Wallace  

 

Other recommended reading: 

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi, Half of a Yellow Sun (London: Harper Perennial, 2007) 

 

Achebe, Chinua, Things fall apart (Heinemann Educational Books Ltd, 1969) 

 

Saro-Wiwa, Ken, Soza-Boy (Longman: 1 edition (6 Jun. 1994) 

 

Dove, Mabel, Selected Writings of a Pioneer West African Feminist, ed. Stephanie Newell and 

Audrey Gadzekpo (Nottingham: Trent Editions, 2004) 

Key questions 

 How can we use two historical figures (from different eras) to compare and contrast? 

 What are the key historical events and/or developments that link the two figures? 

 What are the questions you need to ask of the two items to frame your research? 

 How do historical events influence the form, content and presentation of the figures 

represented in the image or text? 

Activities 

1) Divide class into pairs or small groups 

2) Allocate two images or characters referred to in the two articles (see below for 

suggested pairings) 

3) Using the two items as anchor points, each group prepares a list of questions they will 

use to find the links or plot key historical developments between the two represented 

eras 

4) Prepare a research map (see example below).  

5) Read the articles. Find other images or texts to illustrate your findings 

6) Present your findings in your format of choice. Allocate tasks that play to the strengths 

of the students in your group 

7) Add another image or text from a later period and use them to plot another research 

path  

 

 

http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/speaking-out-political-protest-and-print-cultures-in-west-africa
http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/speaking-out-political-protest-and-print-cultures-in-west-africa#authorBlock1
http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/speaking-out-political-protest-and-print-cultures-in-west-africa#authorBlock2
http://www.bl.uk/west-africa/articles/speaking-out-political-protest-and-print-cultures-in-west-africa#authorBlock2
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Suggested pairings of texts and images: 

 Adelaide Casley-Hayford and Phillis Wheatley 

 Mable Dove and Mary Prince 

 Equiano and Ken Saro-Wiwa 

 Senghor and Diallo 

Research questions include: 

 What is the source? What is the date of the source?  

 What information do these items give you about the time, period or key social or 

political concerns at that time? 

 How could you describe the lives of the person in the image earlier or later image or 

text? 

 What are the key historical events that mark the changes between the two periods? 

Extension activities 

 Find contemporary literary figures (see West African writers mentioned in the article) 

 

 

 

 


